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INSIDE  N.l. 

MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN'S  REPORT 


December,  1989  Applications  for  Membership:  The  following  persons 

have  applied  for  membership.  If  no  written  objections  are  received  by 
March  1,  1990,  their  membership  will  become  effective  on  that  date. 

2316- MT  Frank  C.  Clark  III,  P.  0.  Box  117060,  Carrollton,  TX  75011 

(U.S.  National  Bank  Notes) 

2317- MT  Jerry  King,  P.  0.  Box  40334,  Cincinnati,  Ohio  45240 

(Africa  & Europe) 

2318- MT  Stephen  Vogelsang,  P.  0.  Box  1007,  Pomona,  Calif.  91769 

(World  Coins,  Especially  Late  Dates) 

2319- MT  Terrie  Sullivan,  4285  N.W.  2nd  Ave.,  Boca  Rotan,  Fla.  33431 

(Ancient  Coins,  Old  World  Coins) 

***** 

DONATIONS  REPORT 


We  wish  to  report  the  following  donations  received  since  the  last  report 


Name 

Amount 

Preference  of  Use 

ABART,  Rol land 

$5.00  Cash 

General 

Operati nq 

Fund 

BAILEY,  Howard  E. 

$10.00  Cash 

General 

Operati nq 

Fund 

B0RK0WSKI,  Kenneth 

$3.00  Cash 

NI  BULLETIN 

BULLOCK,  Mrs.  Mark 

$15.00  Cash 

General 

Operating 

Fund 

CARMACK,  David 

$25.00  Cash 

General 

Operati ng 

Fund 

COHEN,  Howard 

$20.00  Cash 

General 

Operati ng 

Fund 

DAVENPORT,  John  S. 

$15.00  Cash 

General 

Operati ng 

Fund 

EDWARDS,  Kary  T. 

$15.00  Cash 

NI  BULLETIN 

EISEN,  Stuart 

$20.00  Cash 

General 

Operating 

Fund 

FELLOWS,  Richard 

$10.00  Cash 

General 

Operati  ng 

Fund 

HARTOG,  J.  M. 

$5.00  Cash 

General 

Operating 

Fund 

HAVEL,  James 

$15.00  Cash 

General 

Operating 

Fund 

HINKLE,  David 

$50.00  Cash 

General 

Operating 

Fund 

JEFFERSON,  John 

$10.00  Cash 

General 

Operati  ng 

Fund 

JOHNSON,  Dean  L. 

$8.00  Cash 

General 

Operati nq 

Fund 

KUTCHER,  Robert 

$5.00  Cash 
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LAKIN,  Robert  D. 
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Operating 
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LOEB,  Marvin  J. 

$10.00  Cash 

General 

Operating 

Fund 

LORAH,  James 

$10.00  Cash 

General 

Operating 

Fund 

NOLAN,  John  T. 

$10.00  Cash 
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Operati ng 

Fund 

NYGREN , Raymond 

$10.00  Cash 
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Operati  nq 

Fund 

PANISH,  Charles  K. 
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Fund 
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WITTER,  Dwayne 

$10.00  Cash 

General 

Operati ng 

Fund 
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LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 


I.  Our  thanks  to  Randolph  Zander  for  his  donation  of  the  following 
material  to  the  NI  Library: 

JG85 . MrMu : 1988 : MFG 

FRANKFURTER  MUNZHANDLUNG  GMBH 

Munzen  Friedricks  des  grossen. 

Auction  catalog,  pub.  for  Nov.  1988  sale,  illus. 

AA80.SchU: 1972 : OM 
SCHREIER,  ULRICH 

Olympia  munzen. 

Pub.  1972,  49pp , illus. 

JK50.HanJ : 1950:ZJMTT 
HANS,  JOSEF 

Zwei  jahrhunderte  Maria  Theresien  taler  1751-1951. 

Pub.  1950,  60pp,  illus. 

KB40.DJeP:1966:CCP 
DE  JESUS,  PABLO  I. 

Counterstamped  coins  of  the  Philippines.  Philippine  Numismatic 
Monographs  No.  16. 

Pub.  1966,  26pp,  illus. 

J C70 . 01 dJ :R883:B0S 
OLDENBURG,  J.  F.  H. 

Beskrifning  ofver  J.F.H.  Oldenburgs  samling  af  Svenska , 

Svenska  besittningames  och  landtgrefven  Fredriki  (Konung 
Fredrik  I)  Hessiska  rrrynt. 

1964  Reprint  of  1883  sale.  406pp,  not  illus. 

JK20.MonF:R895:0M 
M0NTENU0V0,  PRINCE  OF 

Osterreichische  medaillen  verzeichniss  verkauflicher  munzen  aus 
der  furstlich  Montenuovo  ' schen  munzsammlung : Oesterreich. 

Reprint  of  1895  sales  catalogue  of  collection  of  coins  and  medals 
of  Austria.  224pp,  not  illus. 

BD32.ValW:1921:S 

VALENTINE,  WILLIAM  H. 

Sassanian  coins , 

Pub.  1921,  118pp,  illus. 

FA40.CalJ: 1904 : SD 
CALDECOTT,  J.  B. 

The  Spanish  dollar  as  adapted  for  currency  in  our  West  Indian 
colonies.  Countermarked  Spanish  dollar  for  Old  Canada,  1765. 

Pub.  1904,  llpp,  illus. 

MA40.ChiA:R963:SD 
CHITTY,  ALFRED 

Spanish  dollars  adapted  for  U.S.  Colonial  use,  also  West  Indies 
& Australia,  "Early  Australian  coinage". 

1863  reprint  of  earlier  work.  Reprint  combined  with  the  work  by  J. 
B.  Caldecott  on  the  West  Indies.  1 lpp , illus. 

JG98.Bern: 1923 : MMSK 
BERNHART,  MAX 

Die  Munzen  und  medaillen  der  stadt  Kaufbeuren. 

Pub.  1923,  85pp,  w/plates. 
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Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr.,  Book  Librarian 
Jim  Haley,  Periodical  Librarian 

★ ★★★★ 

ANSWERS  TO  HISTORICAL  QUIZ  FOR  COLLECTORS  OF  MODERN  EUROPEAN  COINS 


On  page  232  of  the  October  issue  of  the  NI  BULLETIN  we  published  a 
historical  quiz  for  collectors  of  modern  European  coins.  Following 
are  the  correct  answers: 

1.  Sigismund,  Count  of  Tyrol,  in  1486. 

2.  Three  - England,  Netherlands,  Denmark. 

3.  German  New  Guinea  5 Mark  1894. 

4.  Sigismund  II  of  Sweden  and  Poland  1592-1599. 

5.  Uri , Schwyz,  Unterwalden. 

6.  Taler,  dollar,  joachimic  (also  tallero,  daalder). 

7.  Belgium  - Saxe-Gotha;  Greece  - Bavaria,  Denmark;  Romania  - 

Hohenzollern-Hechi ngen;  Bulgaria  - German. 

8.  Savoy  - Ducatone  1587-88. 

9.  1830  - Belgium  & Netherlands. 

10.  House  of  Windsor  917. 

The  five  people  with  the  most  correct  answers  will  received  a copy  of 
Talers  & Ecus  of  Alsace-Lorraine  by  John  S.  Davenport.  The  answers 
had  to  be  postmarked  before  November  25th,  1989,  to  qualify  for  a book. 
Names  of  the  winning  entries  will  be  announced  next  month. 

***** 

CHAIRMAN  NAMED  TO  HEAD  THE  NI  ATTRIBUTION  COMMITTEE 


Dr.  Howard  L.  Ford,  the  current  Vice-President  of  NI,  has  agreed  to 
head  up  the  NI  Attribution  Committee.  A search  has  been  underway 
since  August  of  this  year  when  the  long  time  chairman  Charles  K. 

Danish  had  to  resign  due  to  health  and  eyesight  problems.  Dr.  Ford 
is  a professional  numismatist  and  welcomes  material  from  the  NI 
membership.  See  the  listing  on  the  Member  Notice  Page  for  address 
and  details. 

********************************************************************** 
800  YEARS  OLD 

In  1958,  a gold  3 ducat  medal  commemorating  the  800th  year  of  the  City 
of  Mannheim,  Germany  was  struck.  The  obverse  shows  the  City  Badge  and 
the  reverse  shows  a view  of  the  city. 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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THE 
REGAL 

COINAGE 
OF 

BRITISH  EAST  AFRICA 


by  Thomas  E.  Klunzinger  ANA  57779 

(Reprinted  courtesy  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association , 818  N. 
Cascade  Ave.,  Colorado  Springs , CO  80903-3279 . The  Numismatist, 
August,  1972,  ppll95-1202. ) 

In  spite  of  the  surge  of  Commonwealth  collecting  in  recent  years, 
there  has  been  a dearth  of  detailed  information  on  the  coinage  of 
British  Africa.  Most  written  efforts  tend  toward  a simple  compil- 
ation of  date  lists.  Parson's  classic  gives  excellent  historical 
backgrounds,  but  in  most  cases  the  information  stops  where  the  coin- 
age begins.  It  is  hoped  that  Major  Pridmore  will  soon  bring  his 
talents  to  this  basically  unexplored  field. 
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In  the  meantime,  this  is  an  attempt  to  enlighten,  clarify  and  correct 
certain  published  date  on  the  East  African  coinage  which,  from  a stand- 
point of  intrinsic  variety,  is  probably  the  most  interesting  and 
unique  of  any  Commonwealth  country.  Bob  Berman's  excellent  article 
in  the  October,  1969,  World  Coins  is  gratefully  acknowledged  for  cer- 
tain background  material. 


In  the  late  1880's,  the  European  powers  began  grabbing  up  large  chunks 
of  Eastern  Africa,  mostly  at  the  expense  of  the  Sultan  of  Zanzibar. 

The  British  East  Africa  Company  got  what  is  present-day  Kenya  and  is- 
sued their  own  coinage  on  the  Indian  rupee  standard.  (The  Indian 
rupee  enjoyed  wide  circulation  in  eastern  Africa  and  neighboring 
islands.)  However,  due  to  financial  problems  and  harassment  from 
the  Germans  on  the  south,  the  Company  folded  in  1895  and  transferred 
all  rights  to  the  British  Crown. 

The  new  territory  was  known  as  the  East  Africa  Protectorate,  inasmuch 
as  local  rulers  still  had  nominal  title  to  the  land.  It  was  only  a 
formality  to  declare  the  rupee  the  local  standard,  since  it  already 
was,  and  to  give  it  local  character  a pice,  or  ^ anna,  was  issued 
1897-99. 


Both  obverse  and  reverse  designs  were  by  George  W.  DeSaulles,  Chief 
Engraver,  Royal  Mint,  London.  The  reverse  read  EAST  AFRICA  PROTECTOR- 
ATE around  a beaded  circle,  within  which  was  a Moorish  quadrellipse 
containing  ONE  1 PICE,  date  below.  This  was  one  of  DeSaulles'  few 
reverse  designs,  the  others  being  the  Cyprus  1901  silver  and  the 
Straits  Settlements  dollar,  all  using  his  distinctive,  light,  serif 
type  face.  It  was  also,  on  the  obverse,  the  only  pairing  of  I.  C. 
Wyon's  "mature"  colonial  head  with  the  Queen's  complete  Latin  titles, 
namely  VICTORIA-DEI -GRA-BRITT-REGINA-FID-DEF-IND-IMP-,  or  Victoria, 
by  the  Grace  of  God,  Queen  of  All  the  Bri tains.  Defender  of  the  Faith, 
Empress  of  India.  The  pice  was  25.5  millimeters  (one  inch)  in  diam- 
eter, weight  100  grains,  the  same  dimensions  as  the  Indian  copper 
quarter-anna. 

But  its  value  was  slightly  less.  The  Indian  rupee  had  a par  value  in 
Ceylon,  for  instance,  of  2/-  sterling  equals  48c  U.S.  At  16  Annas  to 
the  rupee,  four  pice  to  the  anna,  this  made  the  Indian  pice  or  k anna 
(1/64  rupee)  equal  to  3/4c  U.S.  East  Africa,  however,  rated  the 
rupee  at  ls.4d.(16d.)  sterling  equals  32c  U.S.;  this  was  done,  I 
suspect,  so  that  one  penny  equalled  one  anna.  Thus  the  East  Africa 
pice  neatly  divided  out  to  one  farthing,  or  ^ cent  U.S. 

It  should  be  noted  that  these  pices  were  struck  in  bronze  at  the  Royal 
Mint  in  London,  and  not  in  copper  at  the  Bombay  Mint  as  Parsons  says. 


VICTORIA  — PURE  RUPEE  COINAGE 
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In  the  first  place,  it's  illogical  that  the  dies  would  have  been  made 
in  London  and  sent  to  Bombay  for  striking,  when  East  Africa  lay  smack 
on  the  shipping  route  to  Seychelles  and  Mauritius,  whose  coins  also 
came  from  London.  Furthermore,  Bombay  last  struck  copper  in  1893, 
and  it  is  hard  to  believe  they  would  have  cranked  up  the  planchet 
works  just  for  this  relatively  small  East  Africa  issue. 

EDWARD  VII — DECIMAL  RUPEE  COINAGE 

The  rupee/pice  arrangement  would  have  continued  indefinitely  had  it 
not  been  for  several  factors:  with  any  local  pride  at  all,  it's 

always  nice  to  have  your  own,  complete,  subsidiary  coinage;  the  pro- 
liferating East  African  settlers  desired  this.  Also,  world  silver 
prices  were  fluctuating  all  over  the  place  at  the  turn  of  the  century, 
complicating  imports  of  Indian  rupees.  But  the  clincher  was  undoubt- 
edly that  German  East  Africa  decimalized  its  rupee  coinage  in  1904. 
This  decimalized  coinage  soon  filtered  into  British  territory  and 
played  hob  with  rupee-anna-pence  transactions. 

Thus,  the  East  African  rupee  (always  a paper  standard)  was  also  deci- 
malized into  100  cents.  The  first  coins  on  this  standard  were  issued 
in  1906,  in  50-  and  25-cent  denominations.  At  90  and  45  grains  re- 
spectively, they  weighed  the  same  as  the  over--90%-si 1 ver  Indian  half 
and  quarter  rupee,  but  were  only  80%  silver  and  were  each  one  (1)  mm. 
smaller  than  the  Indian  coins  at  23.5  and  18mm.  This  was  done  both 
because  the  Indian  pieces  had  values  elsewhere  of  12d.  and  6d.,  while 
the  East  African  coins  exchanged  for  8d.  and  4d.,  and  to  distinguish 
this  East  African  token  coinage  from  the  intrinsically-more-valuable 
Indian. 


The  obverse  design  read  EDWARD  VII  KING  & EMPEROR  and  showed  the  King 
in  Imperial  Crown  and  robes,  being  the  standard  colonial  design  com- 
pleted by  DeSaulles  before  he  died  in  1903.  The  reverse  read  EAST 
AFRICA  & UGANDA  PROTECTORATES  (acknowledging  the  inland  advance) 
around  a scroll,  with  the  date  and  (50)  (25)  CENTS  at  the  bottom. 

The  central  device  shows  a stalking  lion  in  front  of  what  is  popular- 
ly assumed  to  be  Mount  Kilimanjaro.  This  is  unlikely,  since  Kili- 
manjaro at  the  time  was  in  German  East  Africa.  If  the  mountain  cor- 
responds to  any  real  landmark  it  is  probably  Mount  Kenya,  almost  as 
big  as  Kilimanjaro  and  nicely  in  the  middle  of  British  territory. 

The  Royal  Mint  is  distressingly  vague  on  designers  1903-23:  save  for 
the  MacKennal  portraits,  all  items  are  listed  as  "Royal  Mint  designed." 
However,  since  Frank  Bowcher  succeeded  to  the  position  of  Chief  En- 
graver after  DeSaulles'  death,  it  may  be  assumed  that  he  get  the 
credit  for  this  anonymous  design  that  prevailed  for  the  next  50  years. 

The  50c  1906-9-10  and  25c  1906  were  struck  at  the  Royal  Mint;  25c 
1910  were  struck  at  The  Mint  Birmingham,  Ltd.,  with  an  "H"  under  the 
date.  This  mintmark  was  a carryover  from  the  days  when  The  Mint  was 
known  as  Ralph  Heaton  & Sons. 
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Decimal  base-metal  coinage  was  introduced  in  1907.  All  denominations 
were  holed  so  the  natives  could  carry  them  on  strings;  thus  the  coins 
had  no  portrait  of  the  king.  Designs  for  all  denominations  were  sim- 
ilar, having  EDWARD  VII  KING  & EMPEROR  around  two  obverse  scrolls 
flanking  the  central  hole.  Imperial  crown  above,  value  below.  Re- 
verses read  EAST  AFRICA  & UGANDA  PROTECTORATES  and  the  date,  around 
a circle  enclosing  two  pairs  of  elephant  tusks  about  the  hole,  with 
the  denominational  number  above. 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  East  African  ^c  through  10c  were  thus  the 
only  Commonwealth  coins  other  than  the  multilingual  Trade  Dollar  to 
have  the  denomination  expressed  on  both  sides. 

The  ten-cent  piece  was  75%  copper,  25%  nickel,  and  was  struck  1907  and 
1910.  It  was  30.8mm,  the  same  as  the  British  West  Africa  penny  of 
similar  design,  but  note  this:  the  weight  was  175  grains  rather  than 

the  penny's  145. 8gr.  Why?  The  penny  was  worth  2c  U.S.,  but  the  East 
Africa  ten  cents  (of  a rupee)  was  worth  3.2c  U.S.;  thus  the  logical 
size  distinction.  (Parsons  notes  that  the  B.W.A.  penny  was  also  pro- 
posed at  175gr.,  apparently  for  ease  of  manufacture,  but  was  eventually 
issued  at  the  lower,  sterling-standard  weight.  This  situation  was 
reversed  35  years  later.) 

Aluminum  had  recently  become  easily  recoverable  from  its  natural  ore, 
so  some  well-meaning  dumdum  proposed  it  as  the  metal  for  the  new  cent 
(1907-08)  and  half-cent  (1908),  presumably  because  of  the  coins'  low 
values.  These,  along  with  the  B.W.A.  tenthpenni es,  were  the  world's 
first  aluminum  coins,  but  it  proved  an  inauspicious  debut:  the  humid 
climate  quickly  attacked  the  aluminum,  and  large  numbers  of  coins 
both  in  and  out  of  banks  soon  oxidized  and  turned  to  powder. 

With  aluminum  foiled,  it  was  decided  to  make  subsequent  cents  and  half- 
cents  in  copper-nickel  like  the  10c.  These  were  struck  1909-10  at  the 
Royal  Mint.  The  half-cent,  used  mainly  in  Uganda  to  replace  cowrie 
shells  in  local  trade,  was  issued  only  1908  (aluminum)  and  1909,  and 
is  quite  scarce  today. 

Diameters  of  the  cent  and  half-cent  were  22.5  and  20mm;  aluminum 
weights  30gr.  and  15gr.;  copper-nickel  weights  45gr.  and  30gr.  Again, 
designs  were  by  an  anonymous  denizen  of  the  Royal  Mint. 

It  can  be  seen  that,  with  the  introduction  of  these  small  values,  the 
white  settlers  and  traders  had  to  do  some  fast  figuring.  Previously, 
the  smallest  coin  was  the  pice,  or  1/64  rupee.  This  was  not  terribly 
compatible  with  the  decimal  system,  so  the  rule  of  thumb  was  l^c  equals 
1 pice.  However,  this  left  the  white  man's  thumb  on  the  scale  in  deal- 
ing with  the  natives,  since  it  worked  out  to  96c  equals  1 rupee. 

Thus  the  natives,  whose  wealth  was  mostly  in  small  coins,  got  shorted 
four  cents  on  the  rupee  in  spite  of  government  decrees  to  the  contrary. 
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GEORGE  V 


Previous  designs  continued  unchanged  into  the  reign  of  Edward's  second 
son,  except  that  now  the  titles  were  in  the  traditional  Latin  — GEORG- 
IUS V REX  ET  IND:  IMP:.  On  the  silver,  this  created  an  obverse  type 
used  on  just  one  other  Commonwealth  issue  — the  Canadian  1911  "God- 
less" coins.  The  obverse  effigy  was  designed  by  Sir  Bertram  MacKennal , 
and  Australian,  and  engraved  by  the  Janvier  pantograph,  a machine. 


A five-cent  coin  was  now  added  to  complete  the  series  being  25.5mm, 

100  gr.  Again,  this  was  the  same  diameter  as  the  B.W.A.  half-penny, 
but  heavier  because  of  the  value  difference.  (These  were  also  the 
same  dimension  of  the  old  pice,  less  the  hole.) 

All  coins  lc-50c  struck  1911-1919  were  from  the  Royal  Mint;  The  Mint, 
Birmingham  ("H"  mark);  Imperial  Chemical  Industries/Kynock,  Ltd. 

("K"  mark).  Mintmarks  appear  below  CENTS  on  the  base  coins,  under 
the  lion  on  the  silver.  (Later  coins  of  the  I Cl  mint  were  "KN".) 

COINAGE  AND  CRISIS  OF  1920 

After  the  war,  for  reasons  unclear  from  this  late  date,  silver  fever 
seized  the  world.  Coins'  intrinsic  values  rose  above  face  value,  so 
England  and  many  Commonwealth  countries  cut  and  kept  the  silver  con- 
tent of  the  coins  to  50%  (thus  resulting  in  increased  seignorage 
later  on).  India,  prohibited  from  striking  less-than-90%-si 1 ver  coins, 
made  do  with  base-metal  2-,  4-  and  8-anna  pieces. 

But  East  Africa  was  in  a bind.  Their  standard  was  the  silver  rupee, 
and  that  rose  on  the  world  money  markets  from  a prewar  ls.4d.  to  an 
eventual  2s.l0d.;  this  meant  the  dominant  English  pound  was  worth 
only  half  its  former  value  in  East  Africa.  With  the  interconnected 
Empire  economy,  this  could  have  brought  disaster  to  sundry  economic 
concerns,  so  the  government  stepped  in  and  stabilized  the  rupee  at 
two  shillings  sterling  in  February,  1920.  Furthermore,  it  abandoned 
the  rupee  as  a standard  and  tied  the  currency  to  the  English  florin, 
or  two-shilling  piece  equals  48c  U.S. 

Accordingly,  a new  coinage  was  ordered  and  struck  on  the  florin  stan- 
dard. The  lc,  5c  and  10c  were  as  before;  the  25c  and  50c  (which  now 
read  FIFTY  CENTS  - ONE  SHILLING)  were  50%  silver,  due  to  the  silver 
panic;  all  read  simply,  EAST  AFRICA,  to  include  the  war  booty  — 
Tanganyika  — on  the  south.  The  florin  was  also  50%  silver,  designed 
like  the  other  silver  coins,  and  was  30mm,  180gr.  This  was  larger 
than  the  English  florin  but  the  same  as  the  Indian  rupee  (at  the  time, 
all  three  were  of  equal  value).  Some  florins  were  struck  at  the  Royal 
Mint,  but  all  denominations  were  struck  at  The  Mint,  Birgmingham, 
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with  "H" ; some  florins  and  50c  were  struck  at  Ackroyd  & Best,  Ltd., 
Morley  — the  only  Commonwealth  coins  with  an  "A"  mintmark.  Most  of 
these  coins,  however,  were  never  issued.  We  are  told  that  the  domi- 
nant white  farmers  wanted  a coin  reading  only  "ONE  SHILLING"  as  the 
largest  coin  for  circulation,  in  order  to  sucker  the  natives  into 
thinking  it  was  a florin;  they  therefore  put  pressure  to  delay  issuance 
of  the  coins.  But  by  the  time  the  coins  arrived,  the  silver  rupee 
was  back  down  to  ls.5d.  on  the  money  market.  Since  it  had  been  fixed 
at  2s.,  importation  of  further  rupees  was  outlawed  and  rupee  notes 
were  demonetized,  thus  trapping  natives  who  had  their  savings  in  such 
notes . 


With  the  old  coinage  in  such  chaos  and  the  new  coinage  being  boycotted, 
the  only  thing  to  do  was  to  start  all  over  again.  In  May,  1921,  the 
English  shilling  (24c  U.S.)  was  declared  the  standard  of  value,  and 
stocks  of  the  florin-standard  coinage  were  shipped  back  to  England  and 
melted  down.  It  seems  the  50c/shi 1 1 i ng  exists  today  only  in  the  sur- 
viving specimen  sets;  the  lc-5c-10c  are  quite  scarce,  the  25c  scarce. 
The  florin,  some  of  which  were  sent  to  Uganda,  is  really  the  commonest 
of  the  1920  coinage  available. 

DEBASED  RECOINAGE 

New  coins  on  the  shilling  standard  (100c  equals  Is.)  were  issued  late 
in  1921.  There  had  been  a plot  to  get  a large,  debased  shilling 
which  would  look  like  a florin,  and  at  the  same  time  to  declare  all 
old  coins  to  be  cents  of  a shilling,  thereby  halving  the  value  of 
florin/rupee-standard  coins  held  by  anybody  not  in  on  the  fun.  The 
exchange  plot  was  put  down,  but  the  specifications  for  the  new  silver 
stayed  the  same. 

Therefore,  the  new  shilling  was  ludicrously  oversized  at  27.5mm/120gr. , 
one  nm.  smaller  than  the  English  florin.  The  50c  was  21mm/60gr.,  which 
at  least  maintained  the  weight  relationship;  the  coin  read  FIFTY  CENTS 
- HALF  SHILLING.  To  compensate  for  the  inflated  size,  the  coins  were 
just  25*  silver.  But  is  must  be  realized  that  the  size  difference 
made  it  easy,  in  an  inverse  way,  to  tell  new-standard  coins  from  old; 
the  bigger  coins  were  worth  less. 

So  that  the  new  minor  coins  might  be  easily  distinguished  from  earlier 
issues,  the  1c,  5c  and  10c  were  struck  in  bronze  instead  of  copper- 
nickel.  As  tenths  rather  than  twelfths  of  a shilling,  the  10c  and  5c 
were  still  worth  more  than  the  penny  and  halfpenny,  so  weights  were 
kept  at  175  and  100  grains.  However,  the  cent's  value  was  now  exact- 
ly halfway  between  the  old  cent  and  half-cent,  so  in  an  odd  sort  of 
compromise,  it  was  reduced  to  20mm/30gr.,  the  same  dimensions  as  the 
copper-nickel  half-cent. 
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Parsons  says  these  coins  were  struck  in  copper,  changing  to  bronze 
some  twenty  years  later.  However,  I find  it  impossible  to  believe 
that  the  Royal  Mint  would  resume  coining  in  a metal  which  over  60 
years  before  had  been  deemed  unsuitable  for  mass  coinage.  Rather, 
Parsons  was  apparently  misled  by  the  weight  change  and  assumed  the 
heavier  pieces  were  copper. 

That  being  the  case,  the  initial  bronze  composition  was  the  classic 
95%  copper,  4%  tin,  1%  zinc.  In  1923,  English  bronze  changed  to 
95.5%  copper,  3%  tin,  1.5%  zinc,  a more  golden-colored  alloy  which 
was  easier  to  handle  in  the  mint.  This  change  came  to  the  East 
African  bronze  after  the  coinage  lapse  of  1926-27. 

Shillings  and  50c  were  struck  1921-25,  the  bronze  1921-36  at  the  Royal, 
Birmingham  and  King's  Norton  ( I Cl ) mints,  "H"  and  "KN"  marks  being 
placed  as  before. 


EDWARD  VIII 


Five  and  ten-cent  coins  were  issued  from  all  three  mints  in  1936  read- 
ing EDWARDUS  VIII  REX  ET  IND:  IMP:.  But  in  December  of  that  year,  the 
new  king  abdicated  to  marry  Mrs.  Wallis  Simpson,  an  American  divorcee 
(and  probably  prolonged  his  life  by  doing  so).  This  caused  people  to 
save  nearly  all  of  what  little  Edward  VIII  coinage  that  had  been  is- 
sued, so  that  what  seemed  like  a future  rarity  then  is  still  quite 
common  today. 

(A  real  rarity  was  created  with  the  muling  of  this  ten-cents  obverse 
with  the  B.W.A.  penny  reverse.  That  this  is  properly  a B.W.A.  coin 
and  does  not  belong  in  this  series.) 

GEORGE  VI 


The  25%-si Tver  shilling  and  50c  of  George  VI  have  the  distinction  of 
being  the  only  Empire  coins  to  bear  the  full  Latin  spelling  of  the 
Indian  titles:  GEORGIUS  VI  REX  ET  INDIAE  IMPERATOR.  The  obverse 

portrait  of  the  King  in  Imperial  crown  is  by  Percy  Metcalfe  of  London. 


World  War  II  dealt  the  bronze  coinage  a double  whammy.  Since  the 


288 


Japanese  invasion  of  Malaya  had  limited  world  tin  supplies,  the  coins' 
composition  was  changed  to  97%  copper,  2.5%  zinc,  0.5%  tin  on  April  14, 
1942.  At  the  same  time,  the  weights  of  the  5c  and  10c  were  reduced  to 
87.5gr.  and  145. 8gr.,  the  same  as  the  B.W.A.  halfpenny  and  penny. 

Since  this  also  expedited  manufacture,  these  denominations  were  perman- 
ently kept  at  the  lower  weights. 

(I  might  point  out  that  this  weight/metal  change  was  similar  to  the  one 
in  Ceylon,  where  in  1942  the  cent's  weight  was  halved  and  the  compo- 
sition changed  from  copper  to  bronze.  All  previous  Ceylon  %c-lc  were 
COPPER,  not  bronze,  so  Yeoman,  Remick,  et  al,  please  revise.  And  while 
you're  at  it,  how  about  a separate  type  designation  — as  on  the  Ceylon 
thick  & thin  cents  — for  these  noticeably  thinner  5c  and  10c?) 


Five-cents  through  shillings  of  this  first  type  were  struck  1937-1946 
at  the  three  English  mints  ("H."  "KN")  and,  due  to  shipping  difficulties 
during  the  war  years,  at  Bombay,  India  ("I"),  and  Pretoria,  South 
Africa  ("SA").  The  lc  was  struck  1942  only  but  is  extremely  common 
today.  Presumably  5c  and  10c  of  both  weights  were  struck  during  1942 
at  the  various  mints. 


After  India  gained  independence  in  1947,  the  King  of  England  was  no 
longer  Emperor  of  India.  Accordingly,  beginning  in  1948  the  legend 
read  simply  GEORGIUS  SEXTUS  REX  — King  George  the  Sixth.  Also  at  this 
time,  England  was  scrounging  all  the  silver  it  could  find  in  order  to 
pay  off  lend-lease  debts  to  the  United  States,  so  Colonial  subsidiary 
coins  changed  from  silver  to  copper-nickel.  The  paltry  25%  silver 
content  of  the  East  African  shilling  and  50c  was  eliminated,  and  the 
new  coins  were  the  first  struck  in  copper-nickel  for  the  country  since 
1920. 

All  five  denominations  were  struck  1949-52  at  the  usual  three  mints, 
with  the  usual  two  mintmarks.  The  bronze  coinage  was  now  struck  with 
the  prewar  95.5-3-1.5  composition. 

Remick  notes  four  reverse  die  "types"  for  the  shilling,  but  two  of 
these  correspond  to  obverse  type  changes,  and  the  other  two  are  simply 
a result  of  the  Bombay  Mint  touching  up  the  working  die  during  the 
World  War  II  strikings.  Remick  also  notes  that  various  issue  show 
less  or  more  of  the  intended  mintmark,  due  to  defective  die  preparation. 

ELIZABETH  II 
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In  a rather  fitting,  full -circle  gesture,  the  legends  on  the  last 
regal  East  African  coins  were  in  English,  as  were  those  on  the  1906 
first  decimal  issue.  Also  for  the  new  reign,  designs  on  the  bronze 
coinage  were  slightly  rearranged.  Reverses  being  as  before,  the 
obverse  legend  QUEEN  ELIZABETH  THE  SECOND  now  read  almost  entirely 
around  the  outside  of  the  coin.  To  make  room,  the  central  scrolls 
were  shortened  and  the  denominations  pulled  up:  ONE  CENT  now  read 
halfway  around  the  central  hole.  Moreover,  the  crown  was  changed 
from  an  Imperial  to  a Royal  Crown,  an  indication  of  the  declining 
status  of  the  British  Empire. 


The  50c  obverse  carried  the  new  inscription  around  a portrait  of  the 
Queen  in  Imperial  Crown  by  Cecil  Thomas  of  London.  The  lc,  5c  and 
50c  were  struck  1954-63,  the  10c  1956  only,  at  the  usual  three  mints, 
with  the  usual  two  mintmarks;  on  the  lc  the  mintmark  was  now  above 
the  "C"  of  CENTS,  just  under  the  hole.  No  East  African  shillings 
were  struck  after  1952. 

After  1963,  Kenya,  Uganda,  Tanganyika  and  Somaliland  were  granted 
independence  one  by  one.  Although  regal  East  African  coins  continued 
in  use  a while  longer,  almost  all  have  now  been  phased  out  as  the  new 
republics  have  struck  their  own,  non-regal  coinage. 
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AN  INTRODUCTION  TO  BYZANTINE  COINAGE 


R.  R.  Kutcher , Lincoln , Nebraska } NI  # 1289 

No.  54  - NICEPHORUS  BRYENNIUS  - A PRETENDER  (1077-1078) 

Two  generals  named  Nicephorus  gave  Michael  VII  all  the  trouble  he 
could  handle  in  the  last  six  months  of  his  reign.  Nicephorus  Botani- 
ates  was  successful  in  his  revolt  and  became  the  emperor  of  Byzantium 
replacing  Michael  VII.  Nicephorus  Bryennius,  the  duke  of  Durazzo, 
also  rebelled  against  Michael  VII,  but  in  October  of  1077,  he  was, 
however,  unsuccessful  in  his  attempts  at  over-throwing  the  throne. 

He  did,  however,  assume  the  imperial  title  at  Trajanopol is , and  he 
occupied  most  of  Macedonia  and  Thrace.  The  Emperor,  Nicephorus 
Botaniates,  even  offered  Bryennius  the  title  of  Caesar,  which  was  re- 
fused, so  the  new  emperor  sent  Alexius  Comnenus  to  subdue  the  pretend- 
er. Alexius  was  captured  and  blinded,  but  his  more  famous  son  and 
namesake  was  the  one  who  married  Anna  Comnena. 

To  muddy  the  waters  every  further,  when  Nicephorus  Bryennius  was  vying 
for  the  throne,  yet  another  Nicephorus  revolted  to  try  to  assume  the 
imperial  title.  This  time  it  was  Nicephorus  Basilacius,  who  had  been 
sent  by  Michael  VII  against  Nicephorus  Bryennius  to  quell  that  revolt. 
Although  the  Basilacius  revolt  was  of  small  consequence,  he  had  occu- 
pied Thessalonica  and  thus  prevented  Byrennius  from  holding  this  im- 
portant base.  When  the  rebellion  of  Bryennius  collapsed,  Basilacius 
proclaimed  himself  emperor  at  Thessalonica  and  was  besieged  and  then 
captured  along  with  his  treasure.  This  usurper  was  blinded  on  the 
emperor's  orders  and  was  never  head  of  again. 

There  are  some  rare  folles  that  can  be  best  attributed  to  one  or  the 
other  of  these  rebellious  Nicephori,  but  it  is  as  yet  unsettled  just 
which  one  was  responsible  for  them.  There  are  very  good  arguments 
each  way  for  which  one  that  actually  struck  the  coins. 

The  Nicephorus  syndrome  even  continued  into  1080,  as  yet  another 
Nicephorus  revolted  against  the  Emperor  Nicephorus  III.  This  time 
it  was  Nicephorus  Melissenus,  a member  of  one  of  the  great  Byzantine 
families,  and  who,  at  that  time  occupied  what  remained  of  the  Asiatic 
provinces  of  the  empire.  Melissenus'  sister  was  married  to  Alexius 
Comnenus,  the  next  emperor,  and  when  he  too  revolted  in  March  of  1081, 
Melissenus  suggested  that  they  should  share  the  rule  as  joint  emperors, 
Melissenus  in  Asia,  and  Comnenus  in  Europe.  After  several  counter- 
offers, Melissenus  submitted  to  the  new  emperor,  Alexius  I Comnenus, 
and  thus  received  Thessalonica  and  the  promised  rank  of  Caesar.  Also, 
as  a military  cormander  and  a member  of  the  imperial  family,  Melissenus 
played  a moderately  important  role  in  Alexius'  reign. 

The  Coinage 


Nicephorus  Bryennius 
Fol li s 

Obverse:  No  inscription.  Bust  of  the  bearded  Christ  facing.  IT  and 

7C  is  in  the  field. 
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Reverse:  No  inscription.  Patriarchal  cross  on  a base  and  step.  In 
the  field  is  C B above  and  N B below.  There  are  several 
varieties  of  the  reverse,  but  the  poor  state  of  preservation 
most  specimens  make  the  exact  determinations  difficult. 

Note:  D.  R.  Sear  assigns  one  of  these  folle  to  Nicephorus 

Basilacius  and  to  the  mint  of  Thessalonica. 

Nicephorus  Melissenus 

2/3  Mi 1i ares  ion 


Obverse:  No  inscription.  A bust  of  the  Virgin  facing.  In  the  field 

is  RTF  and  ©v,  all  in  a single  border  of  dots. 

Reverse:  A seven  line  inscription  within  a single  border  of  dots. 


+0K6R© 

NIK[H]QP 

[T]WA€CnO 

TITtOMe 

AICHMO) 


Note:  Only  a single  specimen  of  this  coin  is  known,  and  is  now 

in  the  Bibliotheque  National.  It  was  presumably  minted 
at  Nicaea. 

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 
NUMISMATIC  EXTRACTS  FROM  SELECTED  LITERATURE 

"BANK.  Originally  meaning  "bench"  or  "shelf",  in  Italy  the  word 
banco  was  applied  especially  to  a tradesman's  counter,  and  hence  to  a 
money-changer's  bench  or  table,  from  which  the  modern  meaning  of  an 
establishment  dealing  with  money,  etc.  is  derived." 

Taken  from  p.  78,  Brewer's 

Dictionary  of  Phrase  and  Fable. 

(Submitted  by  Tutivillus) 
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A FRANCO-RUSSI AN  PRESENTATION  MEDAL 


Peter  S.  Horvitz,  Philadelphia 3 Pennsylvania,  NI  § 2215 

In  1891,  Tsar  Alexander  III  of  Russia  invited  the  squadron  of  the 
North  of  the  French  fleet  to  visit  the  Russian  port  of  Kronstadt. 

The  background  for  the  visit  was  a series  of  shifting  alliances  and 
secret  alliances  between  Germany  and  her  enemies,  among  whom  France 
was  prominent.  The  Kronstadt  visit  was  led  by  Admiral  Alfred  Gervais 
(1837-1921). 

This  visit  was  the  occasion  of  great  celebration  and  enthusiasm  in 
Russia.  The  Tsar  and  Tsarina  personally  visited  the  French  flagship 
and  talked  with  both  the  officers  and  the  crew.  Admiral  Gervais  and 
his  staff  were  feted  by  the  Imperial  couple  at  their  palace  in  Peter- 
hof.  The  "Marseillaise,"  which  up  to  that  time  was  illegal  to  play 
in  Russia,  was  played  everywhere  and  even  the  Tsar  stood  to  attention, 
bareheaded  at  its  playing. 

In  France  the  occasion  was  met  with  equal  enthusiasm.  In  1921,  the 
ex-president  of  France,  Raymond  Poincar£,  wrote  of  the  occasion, 

"Those  of  us  who  reached  manhood  in  1890  cannot,  even  today,  recall 
without  emotion  the  prodigious  effect  produced  at  that  time  in  France 
by  the  demonstration  of  friendliness  by  Emperor  Alexander  III.  It  was 
for  Republicans  not  only  a recognition  of  the  Republic  by  a government 
whose  traditions  and  form  were  furthest  removed  from  us  and  our  in- 
stitutions; it  was  for  France  herself- the  end  of  a prolonged  isolation 
and  the  outward  sign  of  her  revival."1  Though  no  alliance  was  actual- 
ly consummated  at  the  time  of  the  Kronstadt  visit,  the  public  percep- 
tion was  different.  "The  man  in  the  street  believed  that  an  alliance 
was  already  assured,  that  the  long  period  of  isolation  was  now  past, 
and  that  France  could  now  dare  to  take  a stiffer  tone  toward  Germany. 

It  created  a new  Boulangism  without  Boulanger. "2 

In  October,  1893,  the  Russian  navy  paid  a return  visit  to  France,  to 
the  harbour  of  Toulon  in  Provence.  The  Russian  flotilla  was  received 
with  wild  enthusiasm.  The  crew  and  officers  were  handsomely  enter- 
tained in  both  Toulon  and  Paris. 

Among  the  commemorations  of  this  event  was  the  striking  of  special 
medals  for  presentation  to  the  Russian  sailors.  These  medals  measure 
37  millimeters,  the  same  size  as  French  5 Francs  coins.  The  edge  is 
marked  with  a cornucopia,  the  symbol  of  the  Paris  mint,  and  the  word 
BRONZE.  The  illustrated  example,  however,  is  struck  in  silver-plated 
bronze.  Perhaps  such  silver-plated  examples  were  for  presentation  to 
officers  or  junior  officers.  Perhaps  gold-plated  examples  may  also 
exist.  Presumably,  ordinary  sailors  were  presented  with  unplated 
examples. 

The  obverse  of  the  medal  shows  a seated  female  figure  wearing  gown 
and  tiara  on  the  left,  representing  Russia,  greeting  an  approaching 
female  figure  wearing  gown  and  elaborate  helmet  on  the  right,  repre- 
senting the  Republic  of  France.  Behind  Russia's  throne  is  an  arch 
and  a fir  tree,  so  the  setting  of  the  scene  is  Kronstadt.  In  the 
background  can  be  seen  the  harbor  with  a lighthouse  and  filled  with 
masted  ships.  Against  Russia's  throne  rests  her  shield,  with  the 
double-headed  eagle.  Her  right  hand  grasps  that  of  France  and  her 
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left  holds  forth  an  olive  branch.  France's  left  hand  supports  her 
own  shield  of  the  Republic  with  R F and  fasces.  To  the  right  of  her 
shield  is  the  signature  of  the  artist  L.  BOTTEE.  Louis  A.  Bottle, 
a medallist  of  the  school  of  Oscar  Roty,  had  produced  a number  of 
medals  for  the  Paris  World's  Fair  of  1889.  The  entire  design  is 
surrounded  by  a raised  circular  frame  on  which  is  inscribed  CRONSTADT 
1891  * TOULON  1893. 

The  reverse  shows  the  arms  of  the  city  of  Toulon  with  the  inscription 
LA  VILLE  DE  TOULON  AUX  MARINS  RUSSES,' or  "The  City  of  Toulon  to  the 
Russian  Sailors"  above  and  CCTOBRE  1893  below. 

The  Kronstadt  and  Toulon  visits  were  to  begin  a process  of  rapproache- 
ment  between  Russia  and  France  that  would  culminated  in  the  secret 
Russo-French  alliance  of  January  4,  1894.  This  alliance  would  be 
one  of  the  cornerstones  in  the  background  of  secret  alliances  that 
set  the  stage  for  the  First  World  War. 


1 - Sidney  Bradshow  Fay,  The  Origins  of  the  World  War,  2nd  ed., 

(New  York,  1961) --2  vols  bound  as  one--I,  112. 

2 - Fay,  I,  112-3. 

■kk-kk  kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk 

MESOPOTAMIA  COINAGE  OF  704-681  B.C.) 


The  invention  of  coinage  is  generally  ascribed  to  the  Lydians  in  the 
7th  century  BC,  but  a casual  reference  in  the  annals  of  Sennacherib 
shows  that  small  copper  "coins"  were  in  use  already  in  Mesopotamia  by 
his  time  (704-681  B.C.):  "I  built  clay  moulds,  poured  bronze  into 

each  and  made  their  figures  perfect  as  in  the  casting  of  half-shekel 
pieces. " 

Taken  from  p.  187,  Joan  Oates. 

Babylon.  Thames  and  Hudson  1979. 

(Submitted  by  R.  J.  Hebert) 
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THEODORA  - A LITTLE  KNOWN  ROMAN  EMPRESS 


Lee  Grossman , NLG,  TNA  #5545,  NI  # 1707 


Flavia  Maxima  Theodora  was  the  daughter  of  a Syrian  mother,  Galeria 
Valeria  Eutropia,  and  a Syrian  nobleman.  Eutropia  later  became  the 
second  wife  of  Marcus  Aurelius  Valerius  Maximianus  (know  in  history  as 
Maximianus  Herculeus),  making  Theodora  the  step-daughter  of  Maximianus. 
Maximianus  was  one  of  the  only  two  emperors  to  serve  three  times  (in  AD 
286-305;  306-308;  and  in  310). 


A LITTLE  BRONZE  COIN  OF  EMPRESS  THEODORA 

Maximianus  adopted  Flavius  Valerius  Constantius  Chlorus  and  made  him 
Caesar.  He  then  forced  Constantius  to  divorce  his  wife,  Flavia  Julia 
Helena,  and  to  marry  his  step-daughter,  Theodora  in  292.  (Helena  was 
the  mother  of  Constantine  the  Great.  She  later  entered  a convent  and 
devoted  the  rest  of  her  life  to  Christianity.  After  her  death  in  328, 
she  was  elevated  to  sainthood  as  Saint  Helena.) 

Apparently  Theodora  was  a good  wife  and  mother,  since  no  scandals  were 
recorded.  She  may  have  been  a good  mother  and  wife,  but  the  coin  shows 
her  to  be  an  unattractive  woman.  She  and  Constantius  I Chlorus  had 
three  sons  and  three  daughters:  Delmatius,  who  became  a Censor,  Julius 
Constantius,  who  became  a Consul;  Flavius  Claudius  Hannibal ianus,  who 
was  made  King  of  Cappadocia  and  Armenia;  Constantia,  who  became  the 
wife  of  Licinius  I;  Anastatia,  who  became  the  wife  of  Bassianus,  a 
Caesar;  and  Eutropia,  who  was  the  mother  of  Nepotianus,  emperor  in  350. 

Only  two  types  of  coins  of  Theodora  are  reported  as  being  struck. 
Beauvais,  in  his  catalog.  Cabinet  d'Ennery  regarded  both  "of  very  great 
rarity";  one  being  of  pure  silver,  and  the  other  being  a small  bronze 
coin.  Both  had  the  bust  of  Theodora  on  the  obverse,  and  a woman 
holding  child  in  her  arms,  on  reverse. 

David  R.  Sear  only  lists  the  bronze  coin  - as  an  AE4  (Sear  3811)  - and 
indicates  the  coin  as  being  struck  as  a Commemorative  coin,  after  her 
death,  by  Constantius  II,  Constantine  I and  Constans  (337-340),  while 
Seth  Stevenson  claimed  the  coin  was  struck  by  Constantine  the  Great. 
Neither  author  shows  a picture  or  drawing  of  the  coin.  Nor  does  Zander 
Klawans  in  his  book. 

Both  Sear  and  Klawans  indicate  that  Theodora  was  the  daughter  of 
Diocletian,  while  Stevenson  wrote  that  she  was  the  daughter  of  Eutropia 
and  a Syrian  nobleman. 
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My  coin  is  in  Extremely  Pine  condition.  On  the  obverse  is  the  diademed 
and  draped  bust  of  the  empress,  facing  right,  with  the  inscription: 

FL.  MAX . THEODORAE.  AVG  ("Plavia  Maxiaa  Theodora,  Eapress*).  The  reverse 

has  Pietas,  staning  right,  holding  an  infant  to  her  bosoa.  The  let- 
tering reads:  PIETAS. ROMANA  ("Roman  Piety").  In  exergue  is  TRS  (Tre- 
veri  Hint,  Second  Officinae  -"workshop". 

REFERENCES 

ROMAN  COINS  AND  THEIR  VALUES  - D.  R.  Sear  (Seaby,  London,  1974) 

A DICTIONARY  OF  ROMAN  COINS  - S.  M.  Stevenson  ( Seaby* s 1982  reprint  of 
1889  voluae) 

READING  AND  DATING  ROMAN  IMPERIAL  COINS  - Z.  Klawans  (Nestern  Pub- 
lishing Co.,  Racine,  Wise.,  1977) 

♦+Vol . II  "Heads  & Tales"  No.  121,  ALL  RIGHTS  RESERVED++ 


MARIA  THERESA  THALERS  AND  THE  BRITISH  INVASION  OF  ETHIOPIA  1867/8 


Nicholas  Rhodes , Hythe,  Kent , England , NI#927 

Reading  Alan  Moorehead's  book.  The  Blue  Nile}  I came  across  a couple 
of  passages  that  may  be  of  interest  to  collectors  of  Maria  Theresa 
Thalers. 

The  first  passage  relates  to  Samuel  Baker's  journey  in  1861.  At 
Atbara,  in  the  Sudan,  Baker  notes  that  Maria  Therea  Thalers  had  be- 
come general  currency  in  the  Sudan  and  "the  effigy  of  the  Empress, 
with  a very  low  dress  and  a profusion  of  bust,  is,  I believe,  the 
charm  that  suits  the  Arab  taste. "2 

The  second  passage  relates  to  the  preparations  undertaken  in  1867  by 
Lt-General  R.  (later  Lord)  Napier  for  the  British  Invasion  of  Ethi- 
opia. 3 


"Then  there  was  the  question  of  Maria  Theresa  dollars,  the  only 
general  currency  in  Ethiopia.  Not  any  dollar  would  do;  only 
the  1780  minting  that  Baker  describes  as  showing  'a  profusion 
of  bust'  in  the  empress's  image  was  acceptable,  and  a search  of 
the  banks  and  money-lenders  in  Marseilles,  Cairo  and  Vienna 
revealed  that  not  nearly  enough  were  available.  A contract 
therefore  had  to  be  signed  with  the  imperial  mint  in  Vienna  for 
a new  issue  of  500,000." 

A specimen  apparently  struck  on  this  occasion  is  in  the  British 

Museum  trays,  ex.  Parkes  Weber. ^ 


Notes : 

1 . NEL  edi tion,  1969 

2.  op.cit.  p.204 

3.  op.cit.  p.240 

4.  c.f.  M.R. Broome,  "The  1780  Restrike  Talers  of  Maria  Theresia", 

Numismatic  Chronicle,  1972,  pp. 22 1-45. 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 

Annie  Santiago  de  Curet.  CREDIT 0,  MONEDA  Y BAR COS  EN  PUERTO  RICO 
DURANTE  EL  SIGLO  XIX  ( Credit 3 Money  and  Banks  in  Puerto  Rico  during 
the  19th  century).  Soft-cover,  238pp,  illus.,  9"  x 5-5/6".  Editorial 
de  la  Universidad  de  Puerto  Rico  1989.  Available  from  Editorial  de  la 
Universidad  de  Puerto  Rico,  Apartado  23322  Estacion  de  la  Universidad 
Rio  Pedras,  Puerto  Rico  00931-3322. 

Annie  Santiage  de  Curet  studied  history  and  anthropology  at  the  Univ- 
ersity of  Puerto  Rico  and  Columbia  University  and  has  spent  most  of 
her  professional  life  in  historical  work  and  the  organization  and 
management  of  museums.  She  is  now  Director  of  the  Museum  of  Anthro- 
pology, History  and  Art  of  the  University  of  Puerto  Rico.  She  has 
been  associated  with  the  Archeological  Museum  of  San  Juan  and  the 
National  Numismatic  Collection  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  which 
was  where  I met  her.  I was  impressed  at  that  time  with  her  abilities 
and  am  not  surprised  at  the  scholarly  work  she  has  produced.  Her 
other  publications  include  "Savings  Banks  in  Puerto  Rico  during  the 
19th  Century",  and  "A  19th  Century  Forerunner  to  the  Banco  Obrero." 

The  book  conists  of  a Preface  (p.  7),  six  chapters,  a Conclusion  (p. 
181),  six  Appendices  (p.  185),  and  a Bibliography  (p.  227-238).  The 
six  chapters  are  General  Conditions  (p.  9),  Credit  and  Commerical 
Financing  (p.  35),  Banking  Project  Failures:  1814-1868  (p.  55),  Bank- 
ing Project  Failures:  1868-1887  (p.  93),  Savings  Banks  (p.  123),  and 

the  Banks  of  Puerto  Rico  (p.  153). 

Numismatic  illustrations  include  the  obverse  and  reverse  of  an  1878  8 
reales  piece,  the  front  and  the  back  of  the  1 peso  note  of  17  August 
1875,  the  obverse  of  the  Puerto  Rican  1 peso  of  1895,  and  a Banco 
Territorial  y Agricola  de  Puerto  Rico  1%  bnod  date  25  November  1895. 

Mrs.  Santiago  de  Curet  writes  well.  If  you  read  Spanish,  I think  you 
will  enjoy  this  interesting  book.  If  you  collect  paper  money  or  if 
your  are  interested  in  banking  history,  you  will  certainly  want  to 
add  this  book  to  your  shelves. 


Reviewed  by  Raymond  J.  Hubert 


Gregory  G.  Brunk.  Merchant  Countermarks  on  World  Coins.  Soft-cover, 
157pp , illus.,  8V'  x 11".  World  Exonumia  Press,  Rockford,  Illinois 
1989.  1000  copies  printed.  Available  from  the  Publisher,  World 

Exonumia,  P.  0.  Box  4143BBZ,  Rockford,  IL  61110-0643. 

The  author  has  attempted  an  ambitious  project  - to  catalog  merchant 
countermarks  on  world  coins  - and  within  the  limitations  he  has  set 
himself,  he  has  done  an  admirable  job.  Price  estimates  are  included. 

His  book  consists  of  an  Introduction;  A General  Catalog;  Objects  and 
Symbols;  Oriental  Languages;  Unidentified  Hacienda  Initial  and 
Symbols;  Index  of  Geographical  Locations;  Index  of  Occupations;  and 
Reference.  Good  illustrations  are  found  throughout  the  book.  The 
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quality  of  printing  is  good,  but  unfortunately  the  quality  of  paper  - 
sulphur  base  - is  such  that  the  book  will  not  last. 

He  classifies  private  countermarks  into  six  broad  classes:  a)  banker 

marks,  chop  marks,  and  all  other  indications  of  monetary  value;  b) 
marks  intended  to  advertise  a produce  or  service  or  to  turn  a coin 
into  a work  tally  or  trade  token;  c)  hacienda  tokens;  d)  semi -govern- 
ment pieces  produced  in  the  Ottoman  Empire;  e)  political  countermarks ; 
and  f)  personal  countermarks. 

Brunk  welcomes  correspondence  with  readers  (he  can  be  reached  care  of 
the  publisher)  and  we  may  expect  that  as  a result  a later  and  expanded 
version  with  a better  grade  paper  will  delete  infelicities  and  include 
answers  to  unidentified  locations,  e.g.  52785. 

Collectors  should  certainly  add  this  book  to  their  libraries. 

Reviewed  by  Raymond  J.  Hubert 


Josef  Eberhardt.  MICHEL  OLYMPIA -MUNZEN  UND  -MEDAILLEN  VON  DER  ANT IKE 
BIX  ZUR  NEUZEIT.  Neu  beavbeit  und  ertuitevt  mit  Katalogteil  Munzen- 
teil  Medaillenteil . Soft-cover,  334pp,  5-7/8"  x 8-1/2",  illus. 

DM  29,80.  Schwaneberger  Verlag  GmbH  Muthmannastrasse  4,  D-8000 
Munchen  45,  Germany. 

If  you  are  a collector  of  Olympic  material,  surely  this  is  a book  you 
will  want  to  add  to  your  shelves. 

The  book  is  in  seven  parts:  a Foreword  by  Willi  Daume,  President  of 

the  German  National  Olympic  Committee  (5);  a Foreword  by  the  Author 
(7);  a List  of  References  (9);  a General  Explanation  of  Symbols  and 
Abbreviations  used  (10);  a Catalog  of  Olympic  Coins  1951-1988  - 
some  355  pieces  (11);  a Description  of  Olympic  Coinage  from  Antiqity 
to  Modern  Times  (55);  and  Olympic  Medals  and  Badges  1896-1988  (163). 

The  quality  of  paper  and  printing  is  good,  and  the  plates  are  excellent. 
I think  you  will  find  this  book  an  interesting  one. 

Reviewed  by  Raymond  J.  Hebert 

******************************************************************** 
BERMUDA  ISSUES  NEW  $1  COIN 


Bermuda  joins  a growing  number  of  countries  that  are,  or  will,  be  re- 
placing their  circulating  paper  $1.00  bills  with  coins.  In  November, 
1989  Bermuda,  through  its  Monetary  Authority,  has  issued  a dollar  coin 
showing  a sailboat  on  reverse,  along  with  its  first  paper  $2.00  note, 
as  a cost-saving  measure  since  they  too  found  that  printing  costs  for 
the  heavily  circulating  $1.00  paper  notes  will  be  saved  over  time  with 
the  new  $1.  coin  and  $2.00  paper  note.  Recently  in  Canada  they  printed 
their  last  paper  $1.00  note  since  the  Loon  Dollar  coin  has  been  cir- 
culating for  about  18  months. 


(Submitted  by  Fred  Drost,  NLG,  NI-HLM) 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

Reinhold  Jordan,  Frei tagstrasse  32,  D-872,  Schweinfurt,  W.  Germany: 

Are  there  any  fellow-collectors  of  medaillons  (series  or  singles) 
picturing  British,  French,  Swedish  and  Russian  kings  living  prior  to 
1100? 

Howard  A.  Daniel,  III,  P.  0.  Box  626,  Dunn  Loring,  VA  22027-0626,  USA: 
Vietnamese  Rebel  Nguy  Khoi  (1831-34)  with  Tri  Nguyen  Thong  Bao  in  a 
very  unusual,  and  unknown  to  me,  character  style  at  Novak  128B  is 
only  known  by  the  drawing  in  this  reference.  Is  it  really  a Nguy  Khoi 
piece?  Does  is  exist?  Can  anyone  provide  me  with  a photograph  or 
rubbing  of  it  with  its  weight  and  measurements? 

John  L.  Pieratt,  2635  S.  Hydraulic,  32C,  Wichita,  KS  67216:  Need  more 

information  on  Killer  Piastre,  known  as  Ho  Chi  Minh  birth  year  coin 
KM5  Indochina  1890.  Why  over  priced?  Why  low  grade  eyesore  dogs? 

Where  did  the  better  grades  go?  Did  the  French  take  out  of  circul- 
ation to  destroy  while  the  Viet.  Minh  saved  for  their  president? 

Refugee  rumor  at  Ho  Chi  Minh  Tomb  Hanoi  over  200  1890  exist.  Have 
any  visitors  there  seen  these  if  the  rumor  is  true?  Beware  this  over- 
priced coins,  even  if  so  called  two  dozen  exist  in  a world  of  only 
five  or  six  date  collectors.  When  you  go  to  sell  this  "so-called" 
rare  coin,  you  may  find  the  buyers  are  also  rare. 

Arthur  J.  Majewski , 17105  Chandler  Park  Drive,  Detroit,  Mich.  48224: 

The  Polish  American  Numismatic  Society  will  present  its  next  COIN 
SHOW  on  Sunday,  February  28,  1990,  at  the  Cpl . Neil  W.  Reid  Post  2358, 
25671  Gratiot  Avenue,  Roseville,  Michigan  48066.  Our  eight  foot 
table  are  $25.00  each.  30  dealers.  Admission  is  FREE.  For  inform- 
ation, Lucian  Chojecki , Bourse  Chairperson,  Telephone  (313)  778-1995. 

ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE:  The  NI  Attribution  Committee  will  accept  from 

NI  members  only,  any  numismatic  items,  whether  paper,  metal,  or  what- 
ever, for  attribution.  We  must  limit  the  items  to  a TOTAL  OF  SIX  (6) 
MAXIMUM.  The  cost  is  just  advance  payment  of  return  postage,  includ- 
ing sufficient  for  insurance  or  registrations,  if  desired.  Send  to: 

Dr.  Howard  L.  Ford,  Attribution  Chairman,  P.  0.  Box  5161,  N.T.  Station, 
Denton,  TX  76203. 

********************************************************************** 

CANADA  * S NEW  ELIZABETH  II  PORTRAIT:  Dora  de  Pedery-Hunt,  noted 

Canadian  sculptor  and  engraver,  designed  a more  mature  portrait  of 
Queen  Elizabeth  II  for  all  1990  Canadian  coins.  The  1990  Loon 
dollars  are  the  first  coins  to  have  the  queen's  new  portrait  which 
was  unveiled  at  special  striking  ceremonies  on  June  26th  1989  at  the 
Winnipeg  Hint.  It  is  the  first  Canadian-designed  portrait  of  the 
queen,  replacing  the  Arnold  Machin  design  used  on  all  Canadian  coins, 
since  1965.  Dora  de  Pedery-Hunt  has  designed  the  reverses  of  several 
Canadian  commemorative  coins,  and  the  1976  Olympic  gold  coins.  RCM 
officials  stated  that  the  1990-dated  Loon  Dollars  will  be  stored  in 
mint  vaults  until  the  coming  year  and  distributed  then  with  normal 
Loon  dollars. 

(Submitted  by  Fred  Drost,  NLG,  NI-HLH) 
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